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~goes caving again

t disease doctor

3

‘Dr. Oliver Lloyd, lecturer in pathelogy at Bristol Univer sity, who in October beeame' =
the first eaver in the country to contract Weil’s Disease after visiting one -of the popular
Mendip pothales, is back under ground. 5 s =
After a month in hospital and :

a brief convalescence he returned
to his hobby, immune against
further attacks of the disease
which can cause fever, jaundice,

Now Shepton Mallet Rura
Council have exterminated the
rats which cause the disease and.
will make three-monthly visits to.

‘haemorrhage and failure of the

suspeet piggeries ' to keep the
kidneys. ;

rodents in check.

Despite the precautions a
letter has gone out to 21 caving
clubs whese members visit the
caves on the Mendips, warning
them of the additional risk
taken by visiting the Stoke
Lane Swallet at Steke St.
Michael, near Shepton Mallet.
Dr. Lloyd, who has been caving

13 years, is ftreasurer of Bristol
University Speleologica Society.
He said today that only 16 per
‘cent of cases proved fatal,
thotigh the risk rese to 24 per
cent in the cases of victims Who
had jaundice. - o

7.35
ADVENTURE

Cave of Bats
Narrated by Anthony Smith
Filmed by JANE BURTON 3
. Film editor, Robert Walter
Sound mixer, Bob Saunders
~ Presented by Tim Slessor
Series edited by BRIAN
~ See page 25 $




ADVENTU RE takes you to
Malaya and a

CAVE
OF BATS

EVERY cave is a mystery—to some people repellent,

to others fascinating. The enfolding darkness often

conceals a host of animals which can be heard and

735 usually smelt, but seldom seen. Tropical caves in

> particular support a vast number of hopping, slither-
ing, whispering creatures. -

Jane Burton, who shot tonight’s Adventure film, went with
her hushand and a Chinese friend to explore a cave running
half a mile into a limestone mountain near Malaya’s capital,
Kuala Lumpur. As zoologists they were intrigued by the
way the cave creatures have adapted themselves to a life of
perpetual darkness and also by the exact balance of the many
different species in this almost closed environment, each
depending on another for its food. t

Their main purpose, however, was to observe the different
types of bat living high in the craggy ceiling at the end of
the cavern. They hoped to catch a few in order to investigate
a microscopic disease-carrying parasite with which the bats
were infested. Since the cave had already suffered partial
depredation by mining it was important to carry out the
investigations before the natural balance was destroyed.

The blanketing darkness of a cave usually inhibits photo-
graphers but, working by the meagre light of a torch and a
paraffin lamp, Jane ]§urton managed to bring out of the
<Cave of Bats’ a film which is unusual both in its technique
and. in its content—for it shows a number of creatures which
have never previously been filmed.
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Mdions of cave fish

FISE LIVING IN CAVES are known to have
reduced eyes and skin pigmentation,
but the effects of this habitat on their
gemeral biology have been rather
Recently a biologist from
Yale University has studied the anat-
omy and behaviour of several closely
related fish, which include a free-living
species, one which can survive in a
cave and three which live only in
caves, and he has found that they have
many other adaptations to their way of
IFe (T. L. Poulson, American Midland
Natwralist, Vol. 70, p. 257).

The free-living species (Chologasier
cormuta) is to some extent pre-adapted
for cawe Life, since it is nocturnal and
has small eyes, its other sense organs
beme saficently well developed to

emable & to feed and find its way in -

the dark. However, it cannot live
permanently in a lightless environment,
as can the next species in the series,
C. agassizi. The other species show
progressively greater adaptation to
cave life in terms of reduced eyes and
loss of pigment. Other sense organs,
especially those concerned with smell,
touch, ‘“distance-touch” (the neuro-

.masts) and balance become more

pronounced, and the parts of the brain
concerned with these senses develop
in proportion. The cave-living species
are also better at integrating the in-
formation from their sense organs. This
is shown by their increased ability to
detect prey and avoid obstacles; they
can also remember the positions of re-
moved obstacles longer. . Their heads
are larger, and their fins longer, thus
providing increased thrust with each
stroke, which allows a longer gliding
period while the fish make no ‘“noise”
to interfere with their neuromasts.
These adaptations are connected

. with one of the two factors Dr Poulson

regards as important in guiding the
evolution of these species, namely food
scarcity. The other factor is the lack
of enemies, which sets the fish the
problem of regulating their own num-

bers. They achieve this through a

lower rate of growth with greater
adaptation to cave life, and the produc-
tion of fewer larger eggs, which may
be incubated by the mother. The rate
of population growth is further reduced
by cannibalism among the young fish.
Probably  overpopulation is also
avoided by the cave dwelling fish breed-
ing at a more advanced age than the
free living species. They do not neces-

sarily breed every year, but may live

longer.
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 SECURITY CHECK —BEFOR[
BORRO WING A NEW BOOI

by JOHN WHITE
~Top security measures have been taken by Bristel Central lerary to protect a
book which scores of Somerset cavers have helped to write. -
When I arrived at the Reference Library counter and asked to borrow the ,"]
| “Mendip Cave Reglster ” a girl assistant said: “ Waxt here The book is locked in
the safe.” e .

: asked. “Someone  might
Another  assistant, complete| o "0. (oig the bespectacled
with a bunch of jangling keys, asszsttmt |

then disappeared into the depths
of ihe library to fetch the new
tboole:

' THREE COPIES

Minutes later he returned,
but there was another security
check to pass before I could
have the  closely - guarded
volume,

I haq to sign a form saying
I had borrowed the book, giving
Iny name and address and even
my seat number in the library.

“Why all the security ? * 1

. | most

' organisations

A lot of fuss about nothing ?
Possibly. But it’s certainly a
interesting and valuable
book. The most comprehensive
work on Mendip Caves yet pro-
duced,

The register contains details
of more than 280 caves in
Somerset from Quaking House
Cave, Taunton, to the caves of
the Avon Gorge, antol and the
stone mines of Bath

It is a typewnbten book with
many maps which has been com-
piled by the Mendip Cave
Registry — an association of
- interested in
 Somerset  caves.

This is - an exclusive ‘ sub-'
scribers’ only ” pubhcatlon of
which only three copies exist—
one in Bristol, one in the hbrary
at Wells, and the thirq in the
hands of the cave registry sec-
retary.

As new information comes in,
each copy will be amended to
keep it up to date.
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Two years’ wor
produces gmde |
for cavers |

BATH man has edited and produced the first year book and

diary specifically designed for use by caving enthusiasts.
The publication this month cof
| “The Speleologlcal Yearbook and
D ‘ary, 1964 is the result of two
 years’ work for 23-years-old Mr.
John Dryden, of 1, Beaufort East,
London Road, Bath.

Mr. Dryden says he has pro-
‘duced the hook to fill a gap in
" speleological activities. It will ke
 published every year.

. He has been working on the
' book for twe years and the final
' compilation took him 10 menths. -
| It has been ﬁnanced from his own
| resources.
S Mr. Dryden, a Northumbrian,
‘moved to Bath 18 meonths ago
‘ from Gloucester, and is an exe-
zcutlve with R. W. Trowbridge and
| Partners Ltd., a Bath advertising
agency.
. GAVING FOR EIGHT YEARS

. He has been engaged in caving
act1v1t1es for over eight vears and
"has been into most of the major
' cave systems in Great Britain.

Mr. Dryden is a member of the

;famous Mendip Rescue Organisa-
' tion. = : :

He takes part in caving trips

every Weekend, This sumpler e par. Do

is travellmc to- the Pyrenees
with the Gloucesier Speleological
Society.

In June another of Mr. Dry-
den’s ventures in this field will be.
born with the publication of a
national magazine which is to be
called “The Speleologist.” Tt will
be a bi-monthly publication and
Mr. Dryden -says ifs a,nticlpated
circulation will be 3,000.

Mr. Dryden says that one of Lhe
most impertant features of-the
| yearbook is its list of every caving
{club in the country. The book
also includes descriptions of some-
caving areas of Britain, the caving
safety code, a list of cave rescue
organisations in Great Britain and
procedure - to be followed m cave
rescu: work.

—and he

e
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e

g 223 per cent Purchas

and Glou-
believe it should rate s

peleolagical Society, is

soc convinced of the value of the
diary that he will send a free

a member of Bristol
costs 1ls.

ry

. “The -dia
includin
Tac |

John,

Exploration Club

cesier S

copy to any school which asks

for one.
an educational book.”
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A new 1dea for cavers
JOHN HOPES HIS DIARY WILL ’
HELP TO CUT ACCIDENTS

From a room in a quiet Georgian terraced house
at Bath, 22 year—old John Dryden s launchmg an

enterprise to make publishing history.

In the one-man role of publisher, editor, advertise
ing manager, circulation department, accountant, fact
investigator and secretary, he has published the world’s
first caving diary with a print of 2,000.

' Mr. Dryden, who works in advertising and lives at 1, Beaufort
East, Bath, first decided two years ago that a caving diary would
be an ideal means of getting information to established cavers,
and safety hints and guidance to novices. ;

For nine months he has worked hard to get it ready. There was
no up-to-date list available of British speleological clubs, addresses
of current club secretaries, meeting dates, membership, or accom
modation prices at clubs.

£70 BILL FOR INFORMATION

He spent £70 on postage to get his information and persuadc
a caver from each region to write a concise artlcle on the caving
attractions of his area.

Then, with no official sponsorship, he prepared his diary.
arranged the printing and binding, and found advertxsers to help
cut costs,

Now, with only one month of the year gone, just 600 of his
2,000 coples are left unsold, He estimates there are some 5,000
cavers in Britain, and gpeleology 18 increasing in popularity.

1 think I can sell 4,000 copies annually in a few years, and
there will always be something new in the diary,” he said.

“ My aim 18 not to make a profit, but to help speleology.”

“Phig diary will help to cut accidents among .eople with little
|experience, and will help the

| public to understand us better,”

John Dryden with his cavers’ diary;"
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~ JNJURED potholer

~ Howard Butler, 22, is
“hauled to safety after lying
underground for twenty-six
houts. -

A hundred velunteers
worked in relays to drag
him along torfusus tunnels.

Seme lay side-by-side in
an undergrounid stream as
comrades pulled’ Howard
ever their Bodies,

Howard, -a laboratory
assistant of Currie-street,
Aberdare, Glam, fell while
exploring caves near Park-
mill, Glam.

He broke his thigh and »

a rib. His four com-
panions—they had been
photographing a cavern
100ft. below ground—raised
the alarm. :

Boctors crawled 500 ft.r

to reach him: They gave
pain-killing injections and
set his broken leg. -

But the problem was
how to get him, on his
stretcher, along the
boulder-strewn tunnel, in
places only ten inches
wide.

~ Tough little 'mining"‘
deputy Torrie Thomas, 46

and a team from a Gor-

seinon colliery were brought

in, g SR
All were handpicked—
short and slight enough fo
burrew their way along.
They blasted and drilled
through the worst parts.
Howard Butler was taken
to a Swansea hospital un-
conscious. Last night he
was said to be “generally

comfortable.”
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Mountain

blast way
out of cave

% ARELY conscious and
drugged to save him
from pain, the potholer
trapped for 25 hours is
carried on a stretcher into
the open air. Helmeted
rescuers help him on the
way. :
This was the moment of
triumph last night for a small

band of men who raced

against time to bring 22-year-
old Howard Butler to the sur-
face "after he was injured
600£f. inside a mountain.

Howard fell while exploring

a cavern at North Gower,
near Swansea, on Sunday. He
“ broke a leg and a rib.

battle is won

The tunnel to the cavern is
so small, winding and full of
boulders that nermally it
would have taken three days
to carry him out.

And doctors knew Howard’s

strength was fading.

ALL out

Yesterday 18 men—miners,
explosives experts and pothole
rescuers from all over the
country—worked in three
shifts to speed up the rescue.

For the last 200 yards to the
surface they blasted boulders
with dynamite to widen the
tunnel.

German miners from a
nearby pit helped. - So did
‘tiny Torrie Thomas, five-feet
tall and weighing eight stone.

~He clambered into crevices
where no-one else could gef
to drill holes for explosives.

IN WATER

Yard by yard Howard, of
Currie Street, Aberdare,
Glamorgan, was brought te

. the surface.

For much of the way res-
cuers lay on their back in an
icy underground stream teo
pass the stretcher over their
heads so that Howard would
be pretected.

At. the cave mouth he was
wrapped in blankefs warmed
by an epen-air log fire.

Last night Howard was said
to be “ quite ecomfortable” in
hospital.

e e




TORRIE THOMAS
Explosives expert

8

‘dangerously Darrow

HIS BANGERS

CLEAR WAY
FOR RESCUE

Express Staff Reporter

men

Ar fHUNDRED

ormed a human

cushion in the mud and
rocks of Swallett Pothole

yesterday to bring out
* Injured Howard Butler.

Volunteers for the rescue bid

" were called for after doctors
- decided that 22-year-old Butler,
lying 600ft. inside the hillside

near Swansea, might not survive

~ the long delay in drilling a new

shatt. :
And two Thours later - they
prought him out alive, seml-

conscious, encased in a protective
plaster suit.
= The long haul out of the
shaft had
earlier been considered impossible.
But that was before 46-year-old
Welsh miner Iorrie Thomas arrived
on the scene with a pocketiul of
explosives. :
 Police called oub gzll
other workers as 5ft. Lin.

tall Iorrie—an expert shot
firer—burrowed his way in.

His job was to drill holes in
the jutting rocks and boulders
and blast a path for doctor and |
rescue teams.

Lying on his back, he filled
the holes with 20z plugs. of -
explosives, put his fingers in his |
ears, and bang! — he -was.
another 20ft: in. ; ’

P

Nine i'imes

_Nine times in all he shattered

the rocks.

~Ang 12 times Torrie came up
for air. He said @ “ It's suicide

in there. Worse than any pit
I've worked in since I was 14.”7

While the miner

a fractured t

keeping him warm
plastic tent. :

‘At 3 p.m.—exactly 24 hours |
of Curry-street, |
Aberaman, had crawled into the
friends |
—the decision was made to haul

after Butler,
pothole with a patty of
him out.

The hundred volhnteers took |
. up their positions, lying on their

| backs in the ice-cold water.

| inches high. Y ;
As he passed over them the
firemen,

“Tnch by inch the injured man

worked, .
Butler, with clﬁ?st injuries and
gh, was given.

blood transfusions and morphia.
Doctors who stayed with him
had laid him on an air bed,
inside a_

‘was pushed over their bodies.

At times the gap was only 18

volunteers — miners,

doctors, policemen—joined the

long queue crawling back to the

surface. - i

‘He's safe!’

It was almost dark when the |

‘cry went up : “He's safe!”’

- An ambulance was waiti_rég ‘

and Butler was taken
Swansea hospital.
Dr. John Hudson, who had

spent the night down the hole, |

said: “ It has been a remarkable
rescue operation. But the lad's
condition is far better than we
expected.” -

‘Last night a_hospital spokes-
man said : © Butler will have
a chest X-ray in the morning.”
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Dally Telegraph Rep“ ter
LA m@ck rescue turned ir ther——
real thing at ‘Carlswark Cavtrn,
near. Stoney Middleton, Derby- s e o i o
shire, yester day Derbyshire Cave
Rescug Orgamsatlon ‘had brought;,

Rof§~ Shefﬁ@ld e i

i a narrow éav‘ern 600ft frem the'

+ = .,surface 5 A & A
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Some rhmoceros teeth have Jed archaeo-
logists to one of the most lmportant ﬁnds on
the Mendxps this century =

: * They were discovered near the concealed er'tmamce to a
‘eave on Cmok’s Peak. Sunce t!hjezn, some ‘human teeth at
leas: 15,000 years old have been uneamhhfﬂd as weH as the
teel. of hyenas, horses and a cave hon 5
- “I have been assured that this =

is one of the most unporpant dis-

‘coveries on Mendip — maybe in

Britain—this century, as far as

the pleistocene perlod of history

is concerned,” said  medical
student, Mr. ‘Michael Picken.

(22), who found ‘the cave three

versity, to the \srte
Btr.1 stol UH, %e?eg that the sett

o narrow entranéé
Smce thexé, nienibers ?f é?»rlstgl N N e :
Tniversity peleological Society <3 another 1 years
‘iave been exploring and excavat- “Tt may take

ing the site in their spare time; to reach and explore the cave

39 d
with few other people aware of £ully, he sal
: the nature of their project. :

Other finds there include

+ ws ?f flint. “Noﬂf:mt hastevei

ound in is part of

Bﬁtam before,” said Mr. Picken.

is the only son of Mr. and

H Juﬁn Picken, of Lyppiatt.
Lane, _Slnpham, Winscombe.

] o a shxd%nlgk at Shef]?eld

nlversia S en is a keen

naturalist.

ymagnwhenlwas
lnkmaith&et’ bt
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QUARRYING ASt A BUSINESS
AND CAVING AS A HOBBY

Perhaps because they spend so much time digging
‘into the earth, anyway, not many quarrymen, to. my
knowledge are also enthusxastlc cavers or potholers,

- An exception appears to be
" Mr. Jack Hobbs, a member of

. Bristol Round Table whose :

 family business is quarrying.

His mtroductwn to caves, how- !

ever, came not in the Mendips
but in Cyprus when he was in
the Somerset Light Infantry.
. “We were asked to check a
{ cave and the first things we
found were the skeleton of a
child and some 9ft snakeskins,”

he told fellow Tablers yester-
1 day. “The caves there are easy
because you enter on the level,
1 tarn nght after about 20 yards
and that’s as far as you can
: go." - H
His interest thus aroused he
has now graduated to the

hundred feet—but he declares

he has no intention of enter-

~ ing the seventh grade: “The

super-severe cave.” :

One advantage he should have

in mvmg is a practical know-

ledge of explosives—if ever he

' meeds to blast himself out of a
| tight spot.

" For he revealed that, in

i 250lb of a plastic

drilled 60ft down will

7.@0 tons of rock. Some

- time 2go he had 41b of the

explosive stolen—and the police

comment was that it wag suffi-

“b blow open 160 safes :

deeper British eaves—some of
them descending to several

P
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CAVER, 18, BREA

~ Storm traps parfy in

A vicar’s son, knocked
out when he fell 10 feet“

while deep in a Mendip

cave, was still unconscious
in Frenchay hospital today
after an operation.

Soon after the ‘accident|
yesterday, a fierce thunder-
storm sent the water level up|

in Swildon’s Hole, near Priddy,
trapping a.. party of Wolver-
hampton potholers.

It took six hours to get 18- year—
old Bruce . Wilkins, of St
Bartholomew’s Vicarage, Frankley
Beeches Road, Northﬁeld Bir-
mingham, to the surface. He fell
when 300 feet below the surface
and was taken to Bristol Royal
Infirmary with a fractured skull,
and was transferred to Frenchay.
His condition this afternoon was
“comfortable.”

Fifty members of the Mendip'

fave ‘Rescue orgamsatxon were
alled to the rescue.

Bruce was a membet of a party

obertson, of Magdalen College,

xford,

g cavers led by Mr, David

Mend:ps

Mr Howard Kenney, the well—
known Mendip caver, said: “ We
carried him out all the way. He
was a streteher case.

Bruce’s father, the Rev. R. il

‘Wilkins, .armved in Brlstoll

yesterday ¢

‘The Wolverhampton cavers
who were trapped got out quickly.
as flood water receded helped by
pumps from a Bristol Water- |
works borehole nearby

ety e i

" Cave boy huit

‘Eighteen-year-old Bruce Wnlkms
was brought eut umcunscleus from
a, cave  in' the Mend p HN&.
Somerset, yesterday, after'injuring
his head i a fall. His home
g‘mnﬂey Beaehes Roa /' Bir,

am. i

RESCUED
RESCUE workers struggled
for six hours yesterday to
save an mjured pot-holer lying
unconseious deep inside a cave.

Last night the pot-holer, 18-
year-old: Bruce Wilkins, of St.
Bartholomew's Vicarage, Frankley
Beeches Road, Birmingham, was
'still unconscious in Bristol Royal
Infirmary with a suspected frac-
ture of the skull.

He was one of six ydung Bim
mingham pot-holers ‘who were
exploring the Swildons Hole caves
in the Mendip Hills at Priddy,
near Wells, Somerset.

They 'entered ' the caves just
‘before midnight on Saturday, but;
‘three hours later two of them
went for help when Bruce Wilking
mJured ‘his head in a fall,

Rescue worker Howard Kenny
said: “It took six hours to get
him out because the route was
along wet, narrow and often
vertlca.l Paswges i
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. SIX-HOUR

CAVE HAUL
SAVES BOY

YOR six dramatic hours,
L' rescuers inched their.
way aleng narrow. under-g
ground passages yesterday,
hauling to safety an un-
conscious teenager. -z
The teenager, Bruce Wil-
kins, had fallen backwards
while _exploring Swildons
. Hole Caves, deep in Somer- ¢
_set’s Mendip Hills, with & .
party of six potholers. = |
Two of the party imme-;
diately surfaced and ran;
for help, The others:
stayed with Bruce. e
{

“Strapped |

And soon three members
‘of the Mendip Rescue!
Organisation, Dr. Donald ;
Thompson, Howard:
Kenny and Peter Riches,.
'reached the spob. =

Last night Mr, Kenny
said: “Dr. Thompson at,
once did what he could for
the boy. bl

“Then we strapped him |
into a carrying sheet, and
with ropes began the slow |
job of hauling him to the!
' surface. b

“We had to be careful!
not to bump him. He was
unconscious all the time.”

Last night, Byuce, 18, of .
Frankley Beeches-road,
Frankley. Wores, was in
Bristol ~ Royal Infirmary |
with a suspected fractured |
skull. ;

Fifty me%n |
incave
A YOUNG potholer
who lay badly in-
jured for six hours after
a fall in a cave 300ft.
below the ground, was
still unconscious in
hospital last night.

Bruce Wilkins, aged 18,
of St. Bartholomew’s Vicar-
age, Wambley, Birming-
ham, fractured his skull
when he fell 10ft. inside
Swildon’s Cave, Priddy.

Fifty members of the
Mendip cave rescue organ-
isation fook six hours to
bring him to the surface.

A doctor who helped
carry Wilkins out of the
cave said: “It was a
serious situation, and if he
hagd been left there much
Ionger he weuld have died.”

Wilkins was one of six
ﬁotnolers led by Mr. David

obertson, of Mag:lalene
College, Oxford.

|
|

{
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Stalagmite
smashed
by cave
visitor

A stalagmite which took
48,000 years teo ‘grow was
breken in a second at the
week-end.
It happened in Wookey Hole |
Caves, near Wells, and the|
owner, Mrs. Olive Hodgkinson,
said last night: “It was a
deliberate act of vandalism. I
am going to bring an action
against the man who did it for
malicious damage. T

“The man had to clitsh under
a barrier to break off the
stalagmite. He risked his life to
get at it Had he slipped he
would have fallen down a narrow
ledge. If he had hit his head he
would have had it.”

Mrs. Hodgkinson said that the
man belonged to a party of cave
visitors whose guide left them

to take out one of the party who
felt ill. :

For a girl?

“The other guides heard this
tremendous snap which reverber-
ated round the cave and there
the man was with it. He said
he admitted full responsibility.

“ Whether he did it for his|
| girl friend or not I do not know. |
I am taking the action as ajf
deterrent to other hooligans. One |
must protect property against|
vandalism of this sort, otherwise
we might as well leave the caves |
open.” S

Mrs. Hodgkinson has reported
the incident to the police,
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TORQUAY'S FAMOUS CAVES

L2NTS CAYERN

OPEN DAILY
THROUGHOUT WELLSWOOD TORQUAY.

THE YEAR
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otholers
in touch

| ' |DODGING THE

FLOODS IN
DEEP CAVES . . ..

S wlas

Telephone contact
was restored today with -
British pothelers cut
off from the surface in
two parties yesterday
by flooding deep in the
Berger pothole in
France.

Messages relayed to the
surface said the men in the
24-strong team were all well
and not unduly worried at the
flooding. :
One potholer on the surface
said there was no danger to life.
The potholer said nearly all
the team, led by a Manckester
engineer, Kenneth Pearce, were
still - trapped underground —at
depths of 1,600 and 2,500 feet. |
Swollen streams and under-
ground lakes dividing the two
parties prevent them from reach-
"ing each other.

MORE RAIN

The Pearce party is expected
to make an assault on the 3 681ft.
world underground depth record
very shortly, the potholer said.

Torrential rain continued to |

. fall in the Alps today, raising
fears that the men would he
cut off from the surface for a ;
considerable time. |

But they have enough food to |
last for a month. Mr. Peter Wat-
kinson, leader of the 12-man |
team from the Nottingham
-8 Pegasus Club, who are leaving
Grenoble today after abandonin
their bid in the same cave, sai
the 24 men were camped in rela-
tively dry caves which were
never flooded out.

Grenoble, in

ning after their first preliminary

LA

which races a Manchester

The 12 members of the Nottingham cave exploring fteam,
t

i the
e Sornin Plateau,

team of 30 led by |

Kenneth Pearce, a 31-year-
hoto-

Ver\corsy

They enter the world’s deepest

pothole on Saturday.

\
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The record: About 3
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CAVERS PUT PH
IN FOR RECORD

team for the world underground depth reco.rd in
the French Alps, returned to the surface this mor

night underground.
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Abbé extraordinary

THE

ABBE BREUIL, PREHISTORIAN: A Biography
by Alan Houghton Brodrick (Hutchinson 30s)

By SIR MORTIMER WHEELER

THE ABBE BREUIL died in

1961 in his eighty-fifth year,
after holding for more than half
a century a unique position in
the world of learning.- More
than any other scholar, he was
responsible for the introduction
of order into our picture of
man’s “ progress,” in Western
Europe and beyond, during the
long latter half of the Old
Stone Age. g

~ He was a genius. He became
a legend while he lived. In his
thirties he was already a pundit
with a world-wide reputation for
infallibility that was sometimes
its own undoing. The first
occasion on which I encountered
his shrewd, fox-like face and
piercing brown eyes was in 1912,
when he had just returned from
‘the caves of * Gower with: the
news, announced a little ponti-
fically, that he had found pre-
viously unsuspected traces of Old
Stone Age painting there. “ The
Times ” followed with a leading
article by no means. compli-

mentary to the local antiquaries,

past and present, who had thus
been bypassed. ; &

Breuil was in fact wrong; the
“ painting ” was a purely natural
staining, But it was an index of
his greatness that he, like Petrie
and Evans, could survive his mis-
takes unscathed.

Again, on the last occasion on
which we met, Breuil, after filling
my menu-card with delectable
drawings of cave animals as an
accompaniment - to  unpausing

talk, suddenly anticipated the
coffee and brandy by covering
the floor of the French Embassy
with sheet after sheet of records
made recently by him in South-
West Africa. In the midst of
them was his famous ‘ White
Lady of the Brandberg,” which
he surprisingly regarded as an
unknown Cretan princess who
somehow had found her way
across Africa about 1500 B.C.
No one except himself, I think,
believed this, but no one could
forget the charming and inspiring
spectacle of the venerable little
savant in his cassock leaping and
scrambling about the floor with

his eyes alight, pouring out a

stream of assured and -incisive
comment,

The author of this timely bio-
graphy has presented a very read-
able account of Breuil’s long, pro-
ductive and not unadventurous
life. with sufficient background-
material to enable the non-
specialist reader to appreciate the
nature of the major problems
which Breuil set himself to solve
—though “solve’ indeed is
probably the last word that he
himself would have used, at any
rate  in private. * Science
observes, ascertains, it does not
explain,” he remarks in one of
his rare justifications of his free
and objective approach to the old
problems of religion and science.
The chapter on “Breuil and
Religion ” throws a new but not
unexpected light upon a little-
known aspect of this remarkable
priest who as a scientist took the
world for his parish.

The Abbé Breuil : .Prehistorian,' by
Alan Houghton Brodrick—A briskly
discursive, occasionally contentious

biography of a great

man whose
idiosyncratic.

comes across with entertaining vivid-

character, sharp and
ness.  The Abbe’s
-scientific

without condescension or

(Hutchinson 30s).

wide-ranging

activities . are described

jargon.




The first bug—the cave at Syracuse called Di‘onysius"s;v Ear.
Legend says Dionysius built a room above it for eavesdropping.
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The cave-paintings at Lascaux in

e &

the crypt of the

at W 4 ow B
prehistoric tragedy.”

OUT-OF-DOORS : BY JAMES FISHER

The logic of Lascaux

IN THE wonderful cave of
Lascaux, the Sistine chapel of
early human art, the ancient
hunters of Périgord in France
portrayed their prey, inspired
by the needs of magic, educa-
tion and perhaps even science.

These images were hunting-
lists; of course, Stone Age pic-
tures are the first published
lists of anything, if surviving
portrayals constitute published
documents. I have twice been
to Lascaux; have allowed a bio-
logist's interest in the fauna
to be overwhelmed by sheer
aesthetic  delight, amounting
ultimately to exhaustion, at
the dynamie technique of the
master-artists, who chose every
irregularity of the rock walls
of the famous cave to enhance
perspective, who, saw their
designs and scenes as a whole
and ordered their animals in
balanced groupings of swim-
ming deer and horses in file.
I had also read the text-books,
and being neither professional
archaeologist or palaeontologist
accepted the general view that
Lascaux was painted by Mag-
dalenians or late Aurignacians,
or both, some time between
about 25,000 and 14,000 years
B.P. (before the present). The
one published carbon-dating
from Lascaux may mean that
somebody lit a fire in the cave
15,516 (plus or minus 900)
years ago; it does not date the
paintings,

The Lascaux pictorial fauna
includes a bird, a man, a wolf,
cave bear, cave lions, horses, a
rhinoceros, giant deer (Megal-
oceros, the giant “Irish elk ™),
red deer, aurochs (or urus, the
ancestor of domestic cattle),
bison and ibex. This was a
woodland-savannah fauna, a
warm-temperate fauna such as
persisted in France for a few
periods in the times of Stone
Age man: at least it would have
been were it not for the woolly
rhinoceros.

Just over ten years ago, in a
short letter tucked away in the
journal *Man,” Dr F. E.
Zeuner, Professor of Environ-
mental Archaeology at London
University, suggested tha_t the
Lascaux rhinoceros (there is but
one, in the specially mysterious
“crypt of the prehistoric
tragedy ”’) was not the woolly
rhinoceros but another pre-
historic rhinoceros — Merck’s
rhinoceros, which was a wood-
land animal closely related to
the surviving rhinoceros of
Sumatra, which is hairy, not so
much as woolly; tubbier, more
stubby horned and with less

high withers than the woolly
rhino.

At thé time alleged by most
authorities for the Lascaux
paintings the local fauna was
really boreal in character, and
ice stretched far over Europe.
The fauna was dominated by
mammoth, - saiga  antelope,
woolly rhinoceros and a race of
wild horses close to Przewalski’s
race that still - inhabits Outer
Mongolia. Neighbouring decor-
ated caves, like that at Font-de-
Gaume, show this fauna. None
of these animals is figured at
Lascaux, if we accept that the
rhino is not woolly. In his
remarkable and most interest-
ing new book,* “ A History of
Domesticated Animals,” Zeuner
is convinced that the many
horses on the walls are not
Przewalski's horses, but the
lighter forest tarpans, a race
occupying quite a different
habitat from the steppe-living
survivor of our domestic horse's
ancestor.

With the key-log of the rhino
pulled out, the other members
of the fauna fall into place. The
bison on the Lascaux walls are
huge superbison with longish
ascending horns. Authorities
had said: “ European bison,
plus artistic licence.” But huge
superbison  of another species

(Bison priscus) belonged to a
much earlier fauna (with
Merck's rhinoceros), and had
at that time ascending horns.
The red deer on the Lascaux
walls are nearly superdeer, with
vast antlers and very many
points: again, ' either artistic
licence or an earlier, more
magnificent, ancestral race 'of
deer which is also known from
fossil record.

+ + +

WHEN was there, at the latest,
a woodland-savannah with a
warm-temperate fauna with
Merck's rhino, Bison priscus,
tarpans and superior red deer?
Unfortunately carbon-dating is
no good over 40,000 years, and
other techniques of radioactive
dating are not much good under
500,000 years.. For dating
events between, the most useful
tool, still perhaps in need of
refining, is the correlation of
periods of ice advance and
retreat with calculable changes
in the solar radiation received
by the earth’s surface. Through
the main part of the Pleistocene
or Ice Ages—the last million
years—there have been a dozen
marked ice advances (with
retreats between) each of which
can be linked with a pronoun-
ced radiation drop.

If the Lascaux fauna really
represents what it looks like, it

* London, Hutchinson (February,
1963), 84s.
|

is one that could only have
existed between the penultimate
ice-advance and the one before
that—those that are called Last
Glaciation 2 and Last Glaciation
1 by Zeuner and others in
Europe generally. A reasonable
date for the warm conditions
that interposed between these
two glacials is (on the astro-
nomical correlates) 80 to 90,000
years agol It can be readily
understood that the majority of
archaeologists have found it
hard to read this logic of the
faunal walls of Lascaux.

If the artists were good, and
hunters and naturalists as good
as they were artists (and for
proof of this, look), Lascaux is
not only the greatest gallery of
prehistoric art, but by far the
earliest known, first opened to
magical Aurignacian hunters’
rites in the days when our
species still shared the forests
with the more primitive Nean-
derthalers—who became extinct
at about the same time as
Merck’s rhinoceros.

Between the key animals in
the Lascaux crypt—between
Merck's rhino and a superbison
—reposes, incidentally, the
world’s first essay in orni-
thology: a dead hunter with a
bird-mask, and by him a bird-
crowned stick which is prob-
ably a dart-thrower but may
possibly be a totem,




	Ray_log003_003.pdf
	Page 1


